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THE MANIPUR STATE POLICY FOR CHILDREN, 2020

1. Introduction

State governments are mandated to promote child-friendly measures, engage with stakeholders, take
affirmative action, and build a strong and functional child protection system. The Government of Manipur
recognizes its statutory responsibility to ensure the holistic development and protection of all children in
the state. To fulfil these commitments, the State Government seeks to implement a comprehensive policy
aimed at safeguarding the rights and well-being of children in Manipur, especially those facing adversity
such as lack of parental care, extreme poverty, displacement, or exposure to crises including ethnic
tensions, armed conflict, civil unrest, children without identity (or children whose father or parents are
unknown) and gender non-conforming children, etc.

The guiding principles for the policy are enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
as well as other international conventions and instruments. These frameworks affirm children’s right to
be free from abuse, neglect, exploitation, trafficking, abduction, deprivation of liberty, and other forms
of maltreatment. The policy aligns with national and international commitments to creating a protective
environment for children in all circumstances, including those facing socio-economic hardships, loss of
parental care, or natural disasters, as well as those affected by displacement and civil unrest.

India ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1992, reinforcing its commitment to child
welfare. Nationally, the Constitution of India has set forth provisions related to child protection. The
National Policy for Children, 2013, underscores the government’s responsibility to provide special
protection measures for children in need, including those facing deprivation or living in vulnerable
conditions. The National Plan of Action, 2016, emphasizes the need for strong institutional support and
convergence between different stakeholders to ensure the protection and development of all children.
Taken together, these legal frameworks form the foundation for fulfilling children’s rights in the State of
Manipur.

Children are particularly vulnerable to environmental hazards, malnutrition, lack of proper healthcare,
and inadequate access to education. Their development is profoundly influenced by their surroundings,
and ensuring a healthy, safe, and nurturing environment is essential. The policy advocates for a collective
effort by all stakeholders to mitigate risks associated with poor sanitation, overcrowding, lack of nutrition,
and environmental degradation through legislative measures, awareness programs, and policy-driven
actions.

The policy is guided by an understanding of the various vulnerabilities children face, particularly from a
lifecycle perspective. This approach ensures that policies and programs address:

1. The multidimensional nature of vulnerabilities faced by children, and
2. The evolving risks and challenges at different stages of childhood.

The policy is based on a three-tiered protective framework for children with the following components:
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1. Ameliorative and restorative measures
2. Strengthening and building convergence for systems and services, and
3. Promoting mental health and psychosocial well-being

Consequently, the policy response has evolved into an interconnected set of regulatory measures and
directives aimed at fostering positive transformation in the lives of children and families. These measures
include:

1. Establishing a functional, responsive, and child-friendly protection system

2. Strengthening institutional mechanisms, community participation, and convergence among various
service providers

3. Capacity-building initiatives for children, families, and communities

4. Designing and implementing effective communication, reporting and intervention strategies to ensure
timely and appropriate responses to child protection concerns

The State Government reaffirms its commitment to extending special protection to all children in need,
including those without parental care, children in institutional settings, children living in poverty, and
those affected by social and environmental hardships. Additionally, children who have been displaced
due to natural calamities, socio-political disturbances, or ethnic tensions will receive focused
rehabilitation and reintegration support. The Manipur State Policy for Children 2020 reflects the
government’s vision to ensure the well-being, protection, and development of all children in the state.

Background and Intervention Scenario

Manipur has a total population of 27,22,000 according to Census 2011, with 21.2% residing in urban
areas. The state has a significant tribal population, accounting for 35.1% of the total population.

As per Census 2011, the child population of Manipur was recorded at 10,98,379 persons, making up
approximately 40.36% of the total population of the state. Children in the 0-6 age group constitute 13%
of the population, while those aged 14-18 years make up 8.3%.

Child-centric schemes in Manipur face various implementation challenges. Ensuring the effective
delivery of basic services, especially in remote and hilly areas, requires thorough planning and committed
action by state functionaries. Schools often suffer from limited infrastructure, low enrolment, and
inadequate resources. Health concerns, including malnutrition, substance abuse, and HIV/AIDS, remain
critical areas requiring immediate attention. Strengthening child-specific provisions within the State
AIDS Policy is essential to address these challenges effectively.

Children facing difficult circumstances, such as loss of parental care, homelessness, extreme poverty, and

displacement due to natural or social crises, require special attention from policymakers. Their
vulnerabilities are exacerbated by inconsistent access to social support systems, making it essential to
implement policies that prioritize child protection, rehabilitation, and reintegration into society. A
dedicated policy framework that strengthens institutional mechanisms, improves service delivery, and
fosters community-based protection measures will yield significant benefits.
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Avrticles 6, 24, 28, and 29 of the UNCRC recognize children’s rights to survival and development (Art.6),
right to health (Art.24), right to an adequate standard of living (Art. 28 and 29). Lack of basic sanitation,
access to safe drinking water, and proper recreational spaces in many schools and childcare facilities
hinder children’s development. Sustainable development goals such as clean water and sanitation, access
to affordable and clean energy, and improved environmental conditions are closely linked to child well-
being.

Policy Objectives

The Manipur State Policy for Children 2020 seeks to ensure that all children in the State live in a child-
friendly and protective environment where their rights are safeguarded, and steps are taken to promote
resilience and peace. The key objectives are:

a) Prevent family separation and provide support for children without parental care or in vulnerable
situations through ameliorative and restorative measures.

b) Implement an integrated set of measures for the reintegration and rehabilitation of children facing
difficult circumstances, including those affected by displacement due to natural or man-made disasters
or socio-political disturbances.

c) Strengthen the existing child protection system and enhance collaboration among multiple stakeholders
working toward securing children’s rights.

d) Provide supportive services to families and children affected by displacement, migration, economic
hardship, or social marginalization.

e) Ensure children’s right to survival, health, education, and development by reinforcing institutional
structures and fostering inter-agency cooperation.

f) Empower children, families, and communities to build resilience and promote child well-being through
community-based support and awareness initiatives.

The guiding principles for the policy are based on the National Policy for Children and the Juvenile Justice
(Care & Protection of Children) Act, 2015. These principles include the following:

1. Child protection is ingrained in an overarching protection framework which requires the cooperation
and involvement of multiple actors and systems.

2. Families, communities, sub-systems, and the state form the protective layers essential for the safety
and well-being of all children.

3. Ensuring basic needs and services to all children is a pre-requisite for creating a protective
environment.

4. Ensuring immediate access to rehabilitation and reintegration services is prioritized for children in
difficult situations, including those affected by trauma, displacement, abuse, neglect, or conflict. This
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includes psycho-social care, trauma counselling, and access to essential services for recovery and
social mainstreaming and mental wellbeing.

The best interest of the child shall hold priority in all circumstances, especially in decisions related to
their safety from violence, exploitation, and victimization. Ensuring their dignity and participation in
matters concerning their lives and future is fundamental.

Access to education, skill-building, and supportive services should remain a priority to enhance well-
being and ensure long-term development, particularly for children facing adversity.

3.3.  The policy objectives and principles are oriented towards fulfilling the immediate, medium-term, and
long-term needs of all children, particularly those who:

1.

Face significant hardships due to poverty, displacement, neglect, abuse, exploitation, or inadequate
access to basic services.

Have been directly or indirectly affected by any form of conflict, violence, or disaster and require
rehabilitation and social reintegration.

Have been forced to migrate or relocate due to natural or man-made crises and require support for
reintegration and access to essential services.

Have been deprived of basic services, including health, education, and developmental support, due to
economic hardships, social marginalization, or conflict-related disruptions.

4. Lifecycle Perspective and Vulnerabilities

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

44.

Children are considered a specific group due to their unique vulnerabilities and developmental needs.
Many children face difficult circumstances due to poverty, social exclusion, family breakdown,
displacement, or conflict-related trauma. In Manipur, nearly 40 percent of the population comprises
children, and they experience various forms of hardship, including economic deprivation, lack of
access to essential services, and, in some cases, exposure to conflict.

Children in difficult situations may be affected by multiple vulnerabilities, including exposure to
violence, displacement, and social exclusion. Violations against children include physical harm,
sexual violence, forced labour, human trafficking, denial of education, and lack of access to
healthcare. International frameworks also highlight grave violations in conflict scenarios, such as
recruitment of child soldiers, attacks on schools and hospitals, abduction, and enforced displacement.
These forms of exploitation and deprivation require urgent and immediate intervention.

Children in conflict zones form one of the most disadvantaged groups who are denied basic rights
for survival, development, protection as well as participation. Some children may be forced to leave
their homes and live in temporary settlements, refugee camps, or in extreme poverty. Children may
get separated from their family members and community and end up alone, defenceless, and
homeless. Some of them may be picked up or forced by groups to perform as soldiers, labourers,
porters, or for sexual purposes.

Children who remain with their families in difficult circumstances still face challenges, including
lack of access to health services, disrupted education, economic hardships, and potential exploitation.
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Some children are forced into labour, trafficking, drug peddling, or other harmful activities due to
financial instability. Limited access to healthcare and long-term treatment for illnesses like
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, or disabilities further exacerbates their hardships.

Lack of basic services also impacts family livelihoods and engulfs families into poverty. With
economic blockades, trade and services get affected resulting in high prices for essential
commodities as well as rising unemployment curbing affordance rates. Families may be forced to
ask their children to drop out of school and enter the labour force, sometimes even sending them out
to work and making them vulnerable to trafficking and exploitation.

Psychological and emotional risks are also significant concerns for children in difficult situations.
They may experience trauma from displacement, exposure to violence, family separation, or the
destruction of their communities. Without adequate emotional and psychological support, children
may struggle with anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress, impacting their overall well-being
and development.

Children’s vulnerabilities are not homogeneous; they are influenced by factors such as age, gender,
caste, religion, disability, and social background. Understanding these diverse challenges is crucial
for designing effective systemic interventions that provide protection and long-term support.

Girls face particular risks, including limited access to education due to safety concerns, gender-based
violence, exploitation,early elopement and marriage. Their access to nutrition, reproductive health,
and hygiene services is often compromised. Special attention is required for adolescent girls and
young mothers, who face heightened risks of sexual violence, forced pregnancy, and trafficking.

Infants and young children are especially vulnerable due to their dependence on caregivers and need
for basic services such as nutrition, immunization, and healthcare. Any disruption in these services
due to economic hardship or crisis can have lifelong impacts on their health and development,
particularly in rural and remote areas.

4.10. Adolescents, particularly those from marginalized communities, may be vulnerable to recruitment

into exploitative labour, forced servitude, and, in some cases, armed groups. Their exposure to
violence and hardship can have long-term psychological and emotional consequences, affecting their
future prospects and well-being.

4.11. Children in rural and remote areas face additional challenges, including unsafe drinking water,

4.12.

malnutrition, child labour, and inadequate access to healthcare. Climate change and environmental
degradation further increase their vulnerability, leading to higher risks of disease and displacement.

Children whose father or parents are unknown often face significant social stigma, discrimination,
and legal identity challenges. They may struggle with access to entitlements such as birth certificates,
citizenship documents, and social welfare benefits, which are critical for their education, healthcare,
and overall development. These children, particularly those born to single mothers, victims of sexual
violence, or children of commercial sex workers, require special legal protection, social support, and
alternative care mechanisms to ensure their rights, dignity, and opportunities for a secure future.
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4.13. Gender non-conforming and transgender children face unique vulnerabilities due to social stigma,
exclusion, and discrimination. They are at a higher risk of bullying, violence, and mental health
issues, often leading to isolation and barriers to education, healthcare, and employment. Many face
rejection from families and communities, making them more susceptible to homelessness,
exploitation, and trafficking. The policy emphasizes the need for safe spaces, inclusive education,
access to gender-affirming healthcare, and legal recognition to ensure their well-being and rights.

4.14. Children who use drugs, whether due to peer pressure, trauma, or lack of support systems, are among
the most vulnerable groups. Substance use at a young age affects their physical and mental health,
impairs cognitive development, and increases the likelihood of dropping out of school. Additionally,
they are at higher risk of exploitation, conflict with the law, and long-term addiction. The policy
underscores the need for a preventive and rehabilitative approach, including awareness programs,
early intervention, community-based de-addiction services, and psycho-social support for these
children.

4.15. Among all groups, children with special needs require particular attention. They often depend on
caregivers for essential support, and any disruption in family stability due to economic hardship,
conflict, or displacement can have severe consequences on their well-being. Ensuring the rights of
children with disabilities and special needs remains a critical priority in all child protection policies
and interventions.

Three-Tiered Protective Framework for Children

The three-tiered protective framework is designed to create a comprehensive and child-friendly protective
environment, addressing various vulnerabilities and risks faced by children. It comprises the following
three levels:

1. Ameliorative and restorative measures for those children in need of special protection due to adverse
circumstances,

2. Strengthening and building convergence for systems and services to ensure comprehensive child
protection, and

3. Promoting mental health, psychosocial well-being, education, and life skills to foster resilience and
future opportunities for children.

Through this tiered approach, the State shall operationalize the overall policy objective of creating a child-
friendly and protective environment for children.

The first level under the tiered protective framework includes the ameliorative and restorative measures.
Accordingly, the State shall endeavour that children are removed from exploitative, violent, and harmful
scenarios and restored to their families in an environment that is positive, affirmative, and oriented
towards justice and peace. The emphasis in this set of services is on children and families directly affected
by ethnic or armed conflict.

a) In accordance with the National Policy for Children, 2013, and the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015, the State recognizes that children exposed to distressing
circumstances require special protection. Measures will be implemented to assist children who are
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unaccompanied, orphaned, separated from their families, or exposed to any form of exploitation or
harm.

The State shall promote consensus-building efforts to prevent the involvement of children in unlawful
activities. Awareness campaigns, multi-stakeholder dialogues, and engagement with civil society will
be undertaken to advocate for the safeguarding of children from any form of exploitation or misuse.

The State is committed to the effective implementation of the Juvenile Justice System as part of a
broader child protection framework. Necessary resources shall be provided to ensure the system’s
accessibility across the State, district and community levels so that the rural populace, particularly
rural and remote areas are adequately covered.

Child protection structuresincluding Village and Block Level Child Protection Committees (CPCs),
District Child Protection Units (DCPUs), Child Welfare Committees (CWCs), and Juvenile Justice
Boards (JJBs)shall work in convergence with police and army units stationed in each vulnerable areas
as well as with local judiciary to ensure the well-being of children in difficult circumstances.
Convergence with local authorities, police, and relevant agencies will be strengthened to prevent
misidentification and ensure appropriate interventions.

Special care shall be taken to handle cases involving children with sensitivity, ensuring that their best
interests are prioritized. Each case will be reported to the concerned Child Welfare Committee for
immediate attention and appropriate action.

Legal mechanisms under the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 or other applicable legislation, will be utilized
to address any form of child exploitation, abuse, neglect, hazardous employment, exploitation, sexual
offences, trafficking or use of child for other illegal purposes such as drug peddling, transportation or
recruitment in insurgents groups. The State shall take strict measures to identify and act against
individuals or organizations involved in endangering children’s rights and well-being.

The State shall promote justice and reparative measures through multiple interventions, including:

a) Public dialogue and hearing, engagement forums, and hearings,

b) Compensation, assistance in the form of land and property lost by victims.

c) Non-monetary assistance linked to social justice.

d) Community reintegration programs, and

e) Physical or psychological assistance,

f) Assurance or guarantee of non-repetition of violence, humiliation or other similar acts.

g) Symbolic acts such as commemorative ceremonies, show of respect and official acknowledgments
to foster healing and social cohesion.

These measures shall be framed within a standardized policy framework to ensure consistency and
effectiveness in delivering justice and rehabilitation. Accordingly, the State shall develop a set of standard
protocols and guidelines in context of reparations to affected children and families.
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To prevent misidentification and ensure legal safeguards for children, the State shall:

1.

Mandate adherence to official age determination procedures under the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, for
individuals placed in detention centre or protective custody, prison camps,

Conduct regular training programs for law enforcement, judiciary, and medical professionals to ensure
accurate age assessment and procedural compliance, and

Assign the Manipur Commission for Protection of Child Rights (MCPCR) to conduct periodic
inspections of State prisons, detention centres and care facilities to prevent inadvertent confinement
of children.

In accordance with the Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of Children) Act, 2015, the State shall ensure
that children requiring special protection are placed in registered Child Care Institutions (CClIs) for
interim care and support.

1.

Rehabilitation services shall include birth registration, identity documentation, healthcare,
psychosocial support, and life skills education to enable children’s reintegration into society.

. Education shall be prioritized and facilitated at the earliest possible stage, regardless of the child’s

interim care status.

Individual care plans will be developed based on each child’s unique needs, ensuring personalized
support and monitoring for effective rehabilitation.

The ultimate objective of the child protection system is to safely reintegrate children with their families
or suitable community-based care settings. The following measures shall be implemented:

1.

District authorities shall provide support for identity verification and family tracing to facilitate
reunification,

Maintenance of records by village and block level CPCs and other functionaries to track children at
risk and prevent family separation,

Confidential handling of personal data to protect children from potential risks,

Use of appropriate communication channels to aid in tracing missing children, particularly in remote
areas,

Family assessments conducted by CWCs to determine safe and supportive reintegration conditions,
and

Additional support servicesincluding healthcare, financial assistance, and alternative care optionsfor
families requiring long-term assistance.

Specialized programs will be developed for children facing complex reintegration challenges,
including those with disabilities, survivors of abuse, or those requiring long-term
rehabilitation. Community-based solutions will be encouraged as a preferred approach to
institutional care, ensuring sustainable reintegration and ongoing support.
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In cases where reintegration poses challenges, particularly for children facing stigma or
security risks, alternative arrangements—including temporary relocation, peer-support
initiatives, and skill-based educational programs—will be explored. Long-term reintegration
efforts will involve multi-sectoral collaboration, resource allocation, and sustained
engagement with service providers.

The State shall take special measures to prevent the separation of children from families in difficult
circumstances, including:

1.
2.

Risk assessment and mapping of children for identification and designing appropriate interventions,
Birth registration drives and safekeeping of records of children’s identity documents,

Ensuring basic services such as food, nutrition, emergency health, and educational services for
vulnerable communities,

Training of teachers and health workers in preventive measures, life skills education for children
(including, for younger children, information about their personal and family details to facilitate
identification and reunification), and

Sensitizing local self-government functionaries and district authorities to prioritize the special needs
of girls, children with disabilities, and other at-risk groups.

The second level of the tiered protective framework includes the activation and appropriate provisioning
of all support services so that children are secure, protected, and can flourish in their natural societal
ecosystems. The State is committed to the effective implementation of legislations and schemes for the
well-being of children, including:

1.
2.

3
4.

National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights, 2005,

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006,

. Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009,

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012,

National Food Security Act, 2013,

. Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015,

Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, as well as specific schemes for
children, including:

a) Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS), 1975,
b) National Child Labour Project Scheme, 1988,
¢) Swachh Bharat Mission, 2014 (extending Total Sanitation Campaign, 1999),

d) Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), 2000,
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e) National Health Mission (NHM), 2005,
f) Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) (now Mission Vatsalya), 2009,
g) National Skill Development Mission (NSDM), 2015.

5.8. Any disruption of essential services, disintegration of families and communities, displacement,
destruction of health services, and inadequate access to food and water have a severe impact on children.
The State shall take appropriate steps to ensure the proper implementation of child-related schemes and
programs in all vulnerable areas. The timely resumption of services in any crisis situation is essential to
minimizing harm and restoring normalcy.

5.9. In this context, the State shall take measures to:

1. Maintain infrastructure and essential services at optimal levels as a preventive mechanism, including
proper inventory management, emergency reserves of supplies, and enhanced capacity to respond to
crisis situations.

2. Establish protocols for provisioning essential supplies, including dry rations, mid-day meal supplies,
health supplies, and medicines, ensuring clarity on the chain of command and responsibilities in case
of disruptions.

3. Utilize community-level management opportunities, such as recruiting local teachers and health
workers, training local self-government functionaries in risk management, and institutionalizing non-
political volunteers to support education and other services.

4. Ensure the safety and security of frontline service functionaries to prevent disruptions in the delivery
of essential services.

5. Establish protective measures for key institutions, such as schools and healthcare facilities, to ensure
uninterrupted access to essential services.

6. Ensure relief, rehabilitation, and welfare measures for children are provided in a non-discriminatory
manner, with special attention to the needs of disadvantaged, minority, or vulnerable groups.

5.10. The State shall promote awareness and training of functionaries directly interacting with children (such as
Anganwadi Workers, ASHAs, school teachers, Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMSs), and other community
health workers, local self-government institutions, and child protection committees) to ensure a secure
and affirming environment for all children. Training children and youth in first aid and emergency
response measures can also be beneficial. Setting up Special Juvenile Police Units (SJPUs) in each police
station shall be a priority.

5.11. The training plan shall focus on sensitization and capacity building of functionaries to prevent child
separation, trafficking, recruitment as child soldiers and forced labour, with measures such as record-
keeping of children's and families’ movements and awareness about potential risks.

5.12. Functionaries, including Anganwadi Workers, Anganwadi Helpers, and ASHAs, play a critical role in
ensuring the continuation of basic services for children in distress. The State shall take all appropriate
supportive measures for their safety and motivation to continue providing services.
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5.13. Children facing displacement due to various circumstances, including migration, economic hardships, or

5.14.

5.15.

5.16.

5.17.

5.18.

5.19.

loss of caregivers, require urgent support. Families that migrate due to difficult circumstances require
immediate access to essential services such as food, emergency healthcare, and identity documentation.

1. District authorities shall ensure immediate social services to such families without awaiting official
classification as migrants/refugee.

2. The State shall establish mechanisms to facilitate access to education, healthcare, and relief benefits
for children without identity documents.

3. Clear guidelines shall be developed for school enrolment, fee subsidies, healthcare access, and
scholarship schemes for affected children.

4. Rehabilitation and support services shall be extended to families facing forced migration, including
security measures and interim shelter arrangements where necessary.

Children living in temporary shelters or residential care facilities shall have access to their entitlements,
including child-friendly spaces to foster a positive and supportive environment.

Existing guidelines on child protection in temporary shelters shall be strictly implemented, including
proper lighting, sanitation, community participation, and group-based safety measures, particularly for
women and children.

Inter-departmental coordination and a multi-sectoral approach to health, nutrition, and education shall be
emphasized to ensure continuity of care for children in difficult circumstances.

The State Government shall safeguard the identity and rights of abandoned, surrendered, or orphaned
children. A mechanism shall be developed to provide a legal surname to give a complete identity for
children whose parentage is unknown. The Child Welfare Committee (CWC) shall facilitate this process.

Educational institutions, the Board of Secondary Education Manipur (BoSEM), and the Council of Higher
Education (CoHSEM) shall ensure that the absence of parental details does not hinder admission or
registration of orphaned or abandoned children or children of commercial sex workers. The details of the
guardian, caregiver, fit person or the chief functionary of the CCI shall sufficient place of the details for
admission or registration, provided that a certificate to this effect is issued by the Child Welfare
Committee concerned.

Child marriage remains a concern in Manipur, particularly in the form of early marriage through
elopement, which exposes children, especially girls, to vulnerabilities such as early pregnancy, school
dropout, and limited economic opportunities. To address this issue, strict measures shall be undertaken to
prevent underage marriages across the state. The Child Marriage Prohibition Officers (CMPOs) and law
enforcement agencies shall play a proactive role in identifying, preventing, and prosecuting instances of
child marriage. Awareness programs shall be conducted at the community level to sensitize families,
youth, and local leaders about the legal consequences and harmful impacts of child marriage.
Additionally, efforts shall be made to strengthen birth registration systems and ensure mandatory age
verification before solemnization of any marriage. Coordination among relevant departments, local
governing bodies, and child protection mechanisms shall be enhanced to ensure effective implementation
of child marriage prohibition laws.
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5.20. Children who are gender non-conforming often face discrimination, exclusion, and stigma in schools and
public spaces, which adversely affect their psychological well-being, education, and overall development.
A lack of awareness about recent legal and policy developments prohibiting discrimination against
gender-diverse individuals further exacerbates their challenges. To ensure an inclusive and supportive
environment, the State shall take proactive measures to promote gender sensitivity and awareness among
educators, students, law enforcement agencies, and the public. Schools and educational institutions shall
be mandated to adopt anti-discrimination policies and ensure safe spaces for all children, irrespective of
their gender identity or expression. Training and sensitization programs for teachers, administrators, and
public officials shall be conducted to uphold the rights and dignity of gender non-conforming children.
Additionally, grievance redressal mechanisms shall be strengthened to address cases of discrimination
and ensure that all children can access education, healthcare, and public services without bias or fear.

5.21. The State Government shall implement skill development and livelihood schemes for children residing in
Child Care Institutions (CCIs) to enhance employability and ensure livelihood.

5.22. CCls and CWCs shall submit periodic reports on children with special needs to the Commissioner
(Disability), ensuring their well-being through regular monitoring and inspections.

5.23. Children leaving CCls at 18 years shall be supported in claiming their ancestral property, if applicable,
through coordination with the Manipur State Legal Services Authority (MSLSA), to safeguard the rights
of young adults over their ancestral property.

5.24. Cases of sexual violence against minors shall be strictly handled under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, and under no circumstances shall such cases be resolved under customary
laws. Awareness campaigns shall be conducted to prevent the informal settlement of such cases,
particularly in remote areas.

5.25. The third level of the protective framework goes beyond providing relief to affected individuals and
focuses on fostering resilience, affirmative beliefs, and supportive systems that enable children to develop
to their fullest potential. This approach recognizes that every child has the ability to build on their
strengths and take positive action rather than being constrained by their current challenges and
circumstances.

1. Children are inherently resilient and can benefit from positive, self-affirming beliefs while drawing
strength from supportive relationships and community environments. They have the potential to
transition from being seen as passive recipients of aid to becoming active participants in shaping their
lives and communities. By engaging with children through participation, empowerment, capacity-
building, and life skills education, facilitators can help them become resourceful and self-sufficient.
This approach is crucial in enabling children and families to move beyond transitional phases of
distress and uncertainty toward greater stability and self-reliance. The State shall promote supportive
services based on child rights programming, particularly those integrating life skills education,
participation, and collaboration to ensure psychosocial recovery and well-being.

2. The role of the community in building positive social networks, reinforcing personal relationships,
and fostering social values such as empathy, responsibility, and cooperation is essential in creating a
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nurturing environment. Through democratic values, engagement, and dialogue, communities can
foster mutual support and inclusivity, thereby strengthening the overall social fabric.

3. Even if these efforts may not provide immediate solutions to all challenges faced by children, an
environment of respect, encouragement, and hope is significantly more powerful than one of despair.
It allows for the development of self-esteem, self-efficacy, and mutual respect, all of which contribute
to overall well-being. The State shall promote community-based, culturally appropriate services that
build upon the strengths and values of individuals and collectives to find sustainable solutions for
children in difficult circumstances.

4. The interventions outlined above require dedicated facilitation and comprehensive support services to
be effective. The State shall promote the establishment of a trained cadre of care workers, supported
by academicians and practitioners, to extend these support services to children and families throughout
the state.

Governance and Delivery Mechanisms

This section outlines the specific mechanisms, structures, and processes required for the appropriate
implementation of the policy.

The legal framework for child protection is based on the Juvenile Justice System and the Integrated Child
Protection Scheme (now Mission Vatsalya) in India. Additional rights and entitlements are drawn from
various legislations, including those related to education, food security, rights of persons with disabilities,
livelihood promotion, and economic security of families. Consequently, policy implementation requires
coordination and convergence across multiple sectors, bodies, and institutional structures. The State shall
ensure multi-stakeholder partnerships in the context of rights-based programming for the protection of
children across the continuum, from emergency preparedness and relief to systemic strengthening and the
creation of a child-friendly environment. An illustration of these multi-stakeholder partnerships is
provided in Annexure 1. The State shall also ensure the allocation of adequate resources for effective
policy implementation.

The Department for Social Welfare shall serve as the nodal department for child protection systems,
institutional management of services for children, and programs related to early childhood care,
development, nutrition, adolescent development, and both institutional and non-institutional care. A
consolidated action plan tailored to state-specific realities shall guide policy implementation. This action
plan shall be based on ground-level evidence and will determine the specific components that need to be
activated or accelerated in different districts, sub-divisions, blocks, municipal wards, and gram
panchayats. For instance, some areas may require a focus on preparedness and risk assessment, while
others may prioritize reintegration and rehabilitation efforts.

The Department shall establish a special task force for child protection, chaired by the Secretary and
including members from other relevant departments. This task force will oversee and coordinate the
monitoring and implementation of the action plan. Core members shall include the Departments of Home,
Education, Health, Industry/Skill Development, Youth Affairs & Sports, PHED & Sanitation, Tribal
Affairs, Planning & Convergence and Finance. At the district level, a similar task force shall be
established, headed by an appropriate authority such as the Zilla Parishad in valley areas and the
Autonomous District Council (ADC) in hill areas. In addition to monitoring implementation progress, the



6.5.

6.6.

6.7.

6.8.

6.9.

REVISED DRAFT

task force will serve as a platform for knowledge and information sharing among departments and
districts. External representation of experts, academicians, and knowledge bodies will facilitate the
integration of evidence-based practices into policy implementation.

The Department of Home shall be responsible for matters related to the protection of children from all
forms of exploitation and abuse. This includes the identification, family tracing, and reintegration of
vulnerable children, as well as efforts to prevent recruitment into illicit activities, provide reparations, and
ensure the safety and security of children, direct functionaries, and humanitarian workers.

The Manipur State Commission for Protection of Child Rights shall ensure that the guiding principles of
this policy are incorporated into all relevant laws, policies, and programs affecting children. The
Commission will monitor policy implementation and report any instances of non-compliance to the State
Government. It shall also establish standards, protocols, and guidelines for addressing the needs of
children in distress. The Commission shall conduct regular inspections of detention facilities to prevent
the illegal detention of children and ensure compliance with the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009, which guarantees free and compulsory education. Additionally, the Commission
shall remain vigilant to the specific needs of children from marginalized and disadvantaged backgrounds.

District administrative authorities shall serve as the primary bodies responsible for service provision,
emergency response protocols, immediate relief efforts, and coordination of resources to address the
needs of children in difficult circumstances. These authorities will oversee camp management, allocation
of relief personnel and supplies, and interim settlement planning where necessary.

The Department of Health & Family Welfare shall provide integrated services in collaboration with the
Department of Social Welfare and district authorities. It will also be responsible for long-term care
services for vulnerable groups, including infants, adolescents, people living with HIV (PLHIV), injecting
drug users (IDUs), and pregnant women in need of specialized support. The Department shall establish a
cadre of trained counsellors and first-aid professionals to address gaps in healthcare services and promote
community-driven health initiatives.

The Department of Education shall ensure the smooth functioning of schools and implement additional
initiatives such as integrating life skills, sports for development, and essential survival education into
school curricula. Teacher training programs shall be enhanced to equip educators with the skills to identify
and support at-risk children. Promote life skills such as decision making, problem solving, positive
thinking and peace building among students. Other responsibilities include ensuring access to counselling
services in schools, enforcing a ban on corporal punishment, promoting nutritious food options in school
canteens and enforcing a policy of no junk food in school tiffin, and maintaining sanitary facilities for
adolescent girls. Implement lighter and No School Bag policy for nursery and junior primary classes.

6.10. Community elders, faith leaders, village committees, and other stakeholders shall play an essential role in

child protection efforts. Their responsibilities may include preventing and reporting child marriage,
trafficking, recruitment as child soldiers and exploitation, maintaining records of family migration status,
and fostering positive social attitudes to support community reintegration and rehabilitation.

6.11. The Manipur State Policy for Children shall undergo a comprehensive review every five years with the

participation of all relevant stakeholders, including children, youth, parents, village representatives, and
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civil society organizations. Periodic social audits may be conducted under the aegis of the Manipur State
Commission for Protection of Child Rights to assess policy effectiveness and identify areas for
improvement.

By order & in the name of Governor



